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E. O. 11652: N/ A 
TAGS: ETRD 

SUBJECT: COMPLAINT AGAINST JAPANESE TRADE PRACTICES IN SINGAPORE 
REF: SINGAPORE 1312 

SUMMARY: TRADE DIVISION IN MINISTRY OF FINANCE IS STUDYING 
UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES COMPLAINT AGAINST CERTAIN 
JAPANESE FIRMS. PROBE MAY CENTER ON ACCEPTABLE ROLE 
FOR JAPANESE TRADING FIRMS HERE. END SUMMARY. 

1. TRADE DIVISION IN MINISTRY OF FINANCE HAS RECEIVED 
OFFICIAL COMPLAINT FROM CHINESE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
WHICH ACTED ON BEHALF SIX LOCAL BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
( SEE REFTEL). TRADE DIVISION HAS NOT TAKEN DEFINITE 
COURSE OF ACTION YET. PROBLEM BEING STUDIED IN DEPTH 
AND MAY BE MONTH BEFORE THEY ACT. 

2. JAPANESE EMBASSY OFFICIALS HAVE MET WITH FINANCE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MINISTRY CONCERNING COMPLAINT. JAPANESE EMBASSY 
SOURCE REPORTED THEY ARE STILL HOLDING DISCUSSIONS WITH 
TRADE DIVISION. BASIC PROBLEM IS WHAT ACTIVITIES TRADING FIRMS 
SHOULD ENGAGE IN. CONSENSUS ON THIS NOT REACHED BY TRADE 
DIVISION. FEELING OF LOCAL EMBASSY SOURCE IS THAT 
ONE OUTCOME MAY BE FEWER PROFESSIONAL VISIT PASSES 
GRANTED TO EXPATRIATES IN JAPANESE TRADING FIRMS HERE. 
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